


Octoberturned out to be a fairly active month, with the first portion
of the month mild and wet, while the month finished with dry and cool
weather. Themonth started out with a prolonged period of southwest
flow, which brought up tropical moisture over the first week of the
month. In fact the majority of sitessaw almost their entire month rain
in the first 8 daysof October.

Thelast week or so wasdominated by an easternPacificRidgewhich
kept a persistentnorthwest flow over the area. Thispattern allows cold
fronts from the central U.S. and Canadato penetrate in to our area
every2 to 4 days.

The final cold front pushed through on the 29th and 30th, bringing
the coldestlow temperaturesof the seasonto the area,with record low
temperatureson the last dayof the month for manylocalities.

The autumn first freeze came for most sites during October. The
mountain areasexperiencedtheir first freezeduring the first two weeks
of the month, which was about 1 to 2 weeks later than normal. The
lowlands all saw their first freezethe last week of the month, which is
about 1 to 2 weeksearlier than normal.



Precipitationfor the month wasabovenormal for most areas,especiallyLuna
Countyand much of the area east of the Rio GrandeValley. Most of the area
west of the Continental Divide were drier than normal, and hence very mild
drought conditionsexistedin muchof this area.

October for the majority of the month was well above normal for
temperatures, but the last chilly week brought the averagescloser to normal.
For the month, most sites saw their averagehigh temperatures a bit below
normal, while their average low temperatures were a bit above normalτ
resultingin most averagemeantemperaturesjust abovenormal.

Looking ahead to November, daylight continues to decreasebut the rate
beginsto slow down as we near the Winter Solsticein December. Our daylight
decreasesfrom 10 hoursand 54 minuteson the 1st, to 10 hoursand 15 minutes
on the last day of the month. For full moon viewers, our full moon for
Novemberwill occuron the 19th at around9 pm. Theaveragehigh temperature
for ElPasois 72degreeson the 1st, and60degreeson the 30th.



October 4 Tornado near 

Hermanas, NM

October 5 Sunrise at El Paso

October 9 Fog near 

Las Cruces
October 8 Lightning



October 13 Tropical Disturbance 

Bringing Rain to Area
Rio Grande nearing 

the end of October


